Gunnison Gorge Anglers Newsletter
February 2018

Monthly Meeting
Location: American Legion, 315 W 5th St. Olathe, CO. 81425 (DMEA is renovating)
Time: 7:00pm
Date: February 15th
Speaker: Cary Denison; TU Gunnison Basin Project Coordinator
Topic: TU’s outreach programs in making water use more efficient

(Click on image for Map)

From the President
Hello,

The shortest month of the year has arrived and, for me, marks the last month of tying the no-see-ums. As
much as I’m looking forward to the days of wet wading, I am also thinking about how dry it has been this
winter. Unless something changes shortly, many of our favorite local basins are facing a severe drought. This
is why GGA invited Cary Denison (TU Gunnison Basin Coordinator) to speak. He’ll update you on some of the
programs TU has been involved with in reducing the impacts of drought by making water usage as efficient as
possible. So keep up the snow dances and hope for future above average precipitation. It will be hot before
you know it.
The January events turned out to be a nice change of pace despite the date confusion. GGA has heard
nothing but compliments for getting the meetings out of DMEA for a change. With DMEA doing some work
within their building, the usual presentation room is not available this month. So we will be meeting at the
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American Legion in Olathe. The American Legion is spacious, does not charge GGA a usage fee, and still is
local enough that packing a bag isn’t necessary.
The 2 Rascals/GGA social is fantastic. Not only does it offer a screen for fish movies to play in the
background, the setting allows GGA members to mingle, relax, and let the conversation at hand guide the
topic. So if you missed the last one don’t sweat it. There will be more to come. So here I will say thank you to
2 Rascals Brewing for allowing GGA to host the premier of the Thirsty Thursday Tyer’s Table, as Jeff called it,
and GGA’s January meeting. And to the American Legion, Olathe, for the use of their building for GGA’s board
meetings and occasional member’s meetings. Thank you all!
One last thing. Keep an eye on the events calendar. Right now we have no solid times or dates for many
events, only a month. I have been assured that more specific times and dates are in the making for several of
the big spring events in which GGA participates; Montessori School outdoor program as an example.

Mayfly’s Fly Fishing Show
And

F3T Film Tour
YES! Looks like a fly fishing show is back on the menu folks.
The Mayfly group will be hosting a mini fly fishing show followed
by the FT3 film. So far Kirk Dieter, Landon Mayer, Frank Smethurst and a few others are lined up to do casting
demos, instruction, and seminars. There will be booths featuring some local fly shops: Montrose Anglers,
Rigs, Telluride Outside, and Western Anglers just to name a few. Additional local companies include Scott
rods and Whiting Farms so far.
Mini-Fly Show
Location: Montrose Pavilion
Date:
14 April, Saturday
Time:
10am-6pm with F3T film to follow

So mark the date on the calendar and prepare for the last of the winter indoor fun
to usher in the summer outdoor fun! More information will be made available in
the March newsletter so make sure GGA is in your email contact list so you don’t
miss out!
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FLY OF THE MONTH
(except it’s not a fly)
HOOK & BEAD STORAGE IDEAS
Over the years I’ve learned a thing or two about storing hooks and beads, and I thought now might
be a good time to share some of the things I’ve learned. Perhaps some of these tips will shorten the
“learning curve” for tiers just starting out, and maybe give a new idea or two to some of the veteran
fly tiers.
The biggest item for me is hook storage. One can, as I did early on in my tying, just leave the
hooks in the original package. This is the simplest method and provides all the pertinent information
about the hook (size, configuration, etc) right on the package. Of course, as I began to accumulate
more hooks of varying sizes and configurations, it became apparent that I needed a more centralized
storage option. My first solution was this flat 20 compartment box that is available at most fly shops,
mail order, and big box fishing retailers. I used an abbreviated code to note the hook maker
(Mustad=M, Tiemco=TMC, DaiRiki=DR, etc) on a small stick-on label, along with the hook size and
model, then stored the hook in the compartments grouped by size and model.

The drawback I discovered with this method was that, if the boxes are not stored flat, smaller size
hooks can slip over the internal “spine” of the box and get stuck between the two rows of storage
compartments. Another drawback I discovered as I began to accumulate a wider variety of hooks was
that each box took up a 10”x5”x1 ¼” space to store just twenty different hook configurations. The
labels also tended to come off, but I was able to circumvent that problem by removing the pertinent
information from the packaging the hooks came in and inserting in into the storage compartment with
the hooks as a back-up.

We rudely interrupt this article to bring you the TRIVIA QUESTION:
Who is credited with writing the first tract on fishing ever published in the English language?
Answer is somewhere in the newsletter!
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(Back to the program)
My next hook
My next hook storage solution was “boxes within boxes” as available at craft stores
like JoAnn’s and, of course, on-line. I recommend making the trip to a store though, as
I have had repeated problems with “mail order” boxes being damaged in route. The
manufacturers and/or suppliers have always made good, but the delay and hassle versus
going to a store is not worth it to me. When I initially began using these, I put sticky
back labels on the face of the box to identify which manufacturer’s hooks and which
models were in the box. Then about a year ago I discovered an
industrial label maker that does a far superior job to the hand
written stick-on labels. The label maker runs about $30, and various labels are
available at about $10 each. (the label tapes I use come in 8 meter lengths, so at
less than ½” average per label, a single tape provides a lot of labels) That being
said, I still remove the pertinent information from the packaging the hooks come
in and insert it into the individual storage boxes as a back-up. Also, a single
storage box measures 6 ½” x 4 ½” x 1 ½” while providing storage for 24
different types of hooks. Much more “streamlined” than the flat box system.

A couple of other viable storage options are 4
compartment fly storage “pucks” and stackable
screw-top containers. I have been able to
purchase the 4 compartment pucks from J
Stockard Fly Fishing (www.jsflyfishing.com)
and have “recycled” some pucks from fly
purchases I’ve made. (Yes, I occasionally buy
flies) The stackable screw-top containers are
available at craft stores like JoAnn’s and online.

Bead storage can be
accomplished quite simply with
a container within a container
system that is also available
through craft stores and on-line.
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January 2018
The third class of veteran participants began fly tying classes this month under the Project Healing
Waters Fly Fishing Program. This program is sponsored locally by Gunnison Gorge Anglers with the
support of chapter volunteers and takes place at the Warrior Resource Center in Montrose. The class of ten
enthusiastic veterans became familiar with fly tying tools, finishing knots, and even completed their first
fly, a San Juan worm. Class instructor, Jeff Dean, indicated that classes will be held every other week and
are scheduled to end on May 2. Thanks to the many GGA volunteers who attended the orientation meeting
and initial fly tying class this month.

PHWFF Mission
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing, Inc. is dedicated to the
physical and emotional rehabilitation of disabled active military
service personnel and disabled veterans through fly fishing and
associated activities including education and outings.

To learn more about this program visit: http://www.projecthealingwaters.org
Kent Chavet
azflyfisher@hotmail.com
VSP Coordinator - GGA
PHWFF Assistant Program Lead – Montrose / Grand Junction, CO

Project Healing Waters
Goodnews River Lodge
By Zach Stilson

Hello everyone. My name is Zach Stilson and I’m a member of Gunnison Gorge Anglers, Trout Unlimited, and a
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing (PHWFF) program graduate and volunteer. I applied and was selected to go on a
PHWFF trip to the Goodnews River Lodge located in Goodnews Bay, Alaska. There are over 435 miles of rivers and
creeks as well as many lakes in the area, which made for an exciting 6.5 days of fishing and dreams come true. The
lodge is set on the banks of the Goodnews River with a mess hall, recreation hall, shower/bathroom facilities, and cabins
that sleep two or bigger cabins that can sleep 3 with private showers and
restrooms. The staff, guides, and owner go above and beyond to make your
stay the best experience you could have. Each evening you and your fishing
buddy are assigned a guide for the next day of fishing. Each guide meets with
you to go over plans, equipment and necessary supplies. The guides range
from very experienced (some own and run their own fishing business during
the off season) to new guides which have just graduated from guide school,
and local Yupic Eskimo guides. The diversity of guides made each day a unique
adventure.
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There were eight veterans from four different states (Colorado, Wyoming, Virginia and California) selected for this
trip. We arrived in Anchorage, where we were to stay overnight, and then to take a charter flight to Goodnews Bay the
following day. Upon arrival at the lodge we were greeted by a lunch buffet where we prepared sandwiches and snacks
before heading to the water for our first chance at the local fish. That first half day was followed by six full days of
fishing for king, chum, pink and sockeye salmon, as well as trout and grayling. Silver Salmon and Dolly Varden can also
be found in this local water at other times of the season.

On the first full day my fishing partner Brad from Grand Junction and I were paired with a guide named Kyle.

We

boated up one river, then hiked to a creek called Whatamoose and fished for rainbow trout and arctic grayling. The
water was really clear and the fish rose to take a skated mouse pattern. What an awesome sight that was! We also
sight fished a foam body elk hair caddis pattern to a couple of
grayling that were holding downstream of a sockeye salmon that
was getting ready to spawn. We cast the caddis upstream of the
fish, watched as the fly drifted perfectly in front of them and they
rose to take it. The hardest part was waiting for just the right
moment to set the hook, but we did, and the fight was on until the
beautiful grayling was in the net. After this we caught more trout
and grayling as we hiked back to the boat. On the boat ride back to
the lodge we chased sockeye salmon, which the lodge would process for us to take home. We were allowed to take 25
pounds of salmon home which, with the limit of five sockeyes per day at an average of about 2 ½ pounds per fish, meant
one needed to catch about ten to “limit out”.
One of the biggest experiences for me was hooking and fighting king salmon. Whether on a fly rod, or a spin rod, the
fight of those fish is something I will never forget. When chasing the Kings we used everything from plugs to dolly
llamas, tube flies, intimidators and anything flashy to trigger aggression strikes from the fish; since they don’t really eat
once they return from the ocean on their spawning run. My first day chasing salmon I was able to land a 30 pound king
and several chum salmon. The rest of the week was spent slamming king, chum, pink, and sockeye salmon. The last day
I was able to hike to an old gold dredging site with Jan, a local guide. While we were there we panned some of the sluice
box dirt for gold (since I’m back in the lower forty-eight you can assume I didn’t find any) and then we fished our way
back to the lodge. Before departing from the lodge to begin my trip home I was able to catch a couple of grayling on a
mouse pattern I tied. Always an extra thrill catching a fish on a pattern I tied!
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The “fish of the trip” happened one day on the hour ride back to the lodge. We crossed paths with my other
fishing partner and decided to “jump boats.” No sooner was I on the other boat and assigned my rod, than I got a huge
hit. I set the hook, the fish took off on a long run. I’d gain back some line, it would run again. I’d gain line, it would run.
So it went for what seemed an eternity until I landed the biggest king salmon I caught on the trip. The red sled (king
salmon turned red) weighed in at 35
pounds!

I am extremely grateful to PHWFF and
Goodnews River Lodge for providing this
incredible opportunity to me. It was an
adventure that I will never forget.

Thank you Zach for your service, PHWFF and GGA support, and for the newsletter contribution. We
are proud to have you aboard!

Grant Money Secured
Joel Evans and Chuck Shaver attended the Montrose Community Foundation (MCF) awards ceremony to accept a
$1000 grant check to GGA. MCF gave the money to GGA to use for handicapped access as part of the Colorado
Outdoors Project that is being implemented here in Montrose. GGA will be involved in raising funds for the Colorado
Outdoors Project. Colorado Outdoors is the development company setup by Mayfly to develop the 150 acres of
property that they purchased in north Montrose off of Grand across from the courts building. For those that don't
know, there is about 1.5 miles of river that will soon be restored and enhanced and opened to the public for
fishing. This section of the river will be fly fishing only and will be a catch and release fishery. More information can be
found here on their website.

Oustanding work by two members of
GGA. Thank you Joel Evans and Chuck
Shaver!
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BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
ASPINALL UNIT RELEASES
January 31, 2018
Releases from the Aspinall Unit will be decreased by 100 cfs on Thursday, February 1 st. Releases are being decreased in
response to the very dry conditions and forecast for low spring runoff. Currently snowpack in the Upper Gunnison Basin
is at 64% of normal. The latest runoff volume forecast for Blue Mesa Reservoir projects 420,000 AF of inflow between
April and July, which is 62% of average.
Flows in the lower Gunnison River are currently above the baseflow target of 1050 cfs. River flows are expected to stay
above the baseflow target for the foreseeable future.
Pursuant to the Aspinall Unit Operations Record of Decision (ROD), the baseflow target in the lower Gunnison River, as
measured at the Whitewater gage, is 1050 cfs for January through March.
Currently, diversions into the Gunnison Tunnel are at 0 cfs and flows in the Gunnison River through the Black Canyon are
around 750 cfs. After this release change Gunnison Tunnel diversions will still be at 0 cfs and flows in the Gunnison River
through the Black Canyon will be around 650 cfs. Current flow information is obtained from provisional data that may
undergo revision subsequent to review.

Current as of February 2, 2018
Gunnison through Black Canyon : 678cfs
Uncompahgre at Pa-Co-Chu-Puk : 40cfs

Current Snowpack Graphs
(uh-oh!)

TRIVIA ANSWER: Dame Juliana Berners is widely credited with writing the first tract on fishing ever published in
the English language. The essay appeared in the second Book of St. Albans in 1496. The Book of St. Albans is the
most celebrated book on field sports in English, the first English sporting book to be printed and one of the earliest
of any book printed in the language. For more information click HERE.
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Click on the map to visit Natural
Resources Conservation Service
Colorado for better images and
more information.
Are we going to pay the price for a mild winter? Let’s hope for some good precipitation in the months ahead!

Aged 14 – 18 and looking for a summer adventure?
Do you know someone that is?

GGA is looking to sponsor one or more individuals
to attend this summer camp. The normal cost is
$450 but if selected GGA will cover the camp cost.
(Transportation not supplied) If you or someone
you know is interested in attending, please contact
GGA. These slots will fill fast so don’t wait.
When: June 10th-15th
Location: Silent Spring Resort, Gunnison, CO.
Six day camp focused on science-based
conservation and the art of fly fishing
Ages 14-18 eligible
Gunnisongorgeanglersctu@gmail.com

For more information on applying directly with
Colorado Trout Unlimited click Here
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GGA Events For 2018
As dates become available this section will be updated. When you volunteer, we have signup sheets for you to
give the miles you drive and the hours you volunteered. Your miles from home and back are tax deductible.
Contact Trent Hannafious to sign up for any event. (Phone/ e-mail at end of newsletter)
GGA Member’s Meeting ---- Thursday, February 15th, American Legion, Olathe, CO. 7pm
Thirsty Thursdays Tyer’s Tables ---Thursday February 22nd, 2 Rascals Brewery, Montrose, CO. 6-8pm
Mini Fly Show ------- April 14th, Saturday; Montrose Pavilion; 10am-6pm, F3T Film to follow
Western Regional CTU Rendezvous------ APRIL 27-28, KEYSTONE, COLORADO
More information HERE
Montessori School----- May
I will wait for more information for anything beyond May and if we missed anything an emailed update will be
sent.

THIRSTY THURSDAY TYERS TABLES!
The first round of what will be a monthly fly tying
gathering took place January 18th at 2 Rascals
Brewing in Montrose. Several tiers spent time at
their vices tying flies, and several other non-tiers
stopped by to watch the thread twisting and
socialize. There were even a couple of veterans
who are graduates of our Project Healing Waters
Fly Fishing Program in attendance tying!

At the end of the evening one lucky attendee walked
away with a $25 gift certificate to CJ’s Fly Shop. Round
Two of Thirsty Thursday Fly Tying will take place
February 22nd, 6:00-8:00pm, once again at 2 Rascals
Brewing. So mark your calendar, pack up your tools
and materials and come on out to join in the fun as a
tyer, spectator, or a little of both! And keep an eye on
your email, the newsletter and our website for
announcements and updates.
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GGA HAT’S & FLY BOXES
GGA still has hats and fly boxes for sale. The cost of the hat is $15 and the box is $15.

Corrections
In the January newsletter I swapped the names of the recipient and presenter of the Jimmy Nelson award.
Jeff Dean, currently serving as GGA’s V.P, was the winner of the award for 2017 and Kent Chavet was the
presenter and the 2016 winner. Please accept my apologies for getting that

backwards.
..

NOTICES
This newsletter is YOUR newsletter. If there is ANYTHING you would like to add, whether it be an
article, pictures, a story, news or whatever let us know. Editor’s contact information is listed below.

Informational Websites
Here are some handy websites full of information for the “savvy” fisherman.

Gunnison Gorge Anglers

gunnisongorgeanglers.tu.org

Trout Unlimited

http://www.tu.org

International Federation of Fly Fishers
Colorado Trout Unlimited

http://www.coloradotu.org

Colorado Parks & Wildlife Map Atlas:

http://www.ndis.nrel.colostate.edu/huntingatlas/

BLM Gunnison Gorge Information:
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/BLM_Programs/recreation/recreation_areas0/uncompahgre_field/gunnison_gorge
_national0.html
USGS Gunnison Gorge River Flow:

http://www.waterdata.usgs.gov/usa/nwis/uv?site_no=09128000
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USGS Gunnison River Flow at Delta HWY 50
National Weather Service Forecast Information:

http://www.waterdata.usgs.gov/co/nwis/uv?site_no=09144250
http://www.forecast.weather.gov

Gunnison Gorge Anglers Board of Directors
OFFICERS
President: Trent Hannafious

Contact
gunnisongorgeanglersctu@gmail.com
(970)712-2666 (Leave message)

Vice President: Jeff Dean
Secretary/ Facebook Administrator: John Sandels

gunnisongorgeanglersctu@gmail.com

Treasurer: Stan Hayes
Newsletter Editors: Dennis Murphy and
Trent Hannafious

gunnisongorgeanglersctu@gmail.com

Voting Board Members:
Steve Stortz
George Osborn
Kent Chavet
Chuck Shaver

All may be reached at:
gunnisongorgeanglersctu@gmail.com

Kent Chavet; VSP Coordinator - GGA
PHWFF Assistant Program Lead

azflyfisher@hotmail.com
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